Szekely, R. Castro, M. Castro, |. Nwankwo, N. Gluhushkin, S. Davis Parsons, C. Daly, M. Rogato

Regrets :

St. Joachim Elementary School - 2024-2025 School Council
Meeting Minutes, February 20, 2025, 6:30-7:53pm

Attendees: L. Tuccitto, S. Salameh, A. Baez, A. Valente, T. Johnson-White, L. Pavao, A. Picano, S. Luckie, P. Johnson-Powell, A.

G. Russo, W. Mac

AGENDA ITEM & NOTES

ACTION ITEMS/PEOPLE
RESPONSIBLE/APPROVALS

Opening Prayer & Land Acknowledgement

Allen- Stewardship Prayer,
Amanda

Account Balance November 30, 2024 $6,044.21 Cheque 496 10x $50 Gift Cards
for Families in Need $ (500.00) Movie Night Deposits (Dec 2) $ 73.50 Cheque 495
Movie Night Pizza (Dominos) $ (630.40) Thursday Lunch Patties Deposit (Dec 20 -
Jan 13) $ 2,913.30 Cheque 497 Xmas Activity Staicu S (22.60) Cheque 498 Xmas
Activity Gallea $ (30.00) Cheque 499 Xmas Activity Malatesta $ (30.00) Cheque
502 Xmas Activity Staicu $ (6.78) Cheque 503 Christmas Night Hot Chocolate
(Tim Hortons) $ (143.80) Cheque 505 Xmas Activity Penney $ (27.10) Cheque 506
Xmas Activity Procaccini $ (30.00) Cheque 507 Xmas Activity Mattei S (26.28)
Cheque 508 Xmas Activity Rossi S (30.00) Cheque 509 Xmas Activity Pereira $
(30.00) Thursday Lunch Patties Deposit (Jan 14 - Jan 20) $ 1,298.85 Cheque 510
Jeanie’s Bakery Inv #2618 $ (386.20) Cheque 511 St. Joachim Cookies for Xmas
Family Night S (250.00)

Account Balance January 31, 2025 $ 8,186.70 Outstanding Expenses and
Deposits Cheque 493 Donation to St. Anne’s Youth Ministry $ (500.00) Cheque
501 Xmas Activity Rak $ (30.00) Cheque 504 Xmas Activity Burns $ (30.00)
Cheque 512 Jeanie’s Bakery Inv #2634 $ (386.20) Cheque 513 Jeanie’s Bakery Inv
#2651 S (386.20) Cheque 514 Jeanie’s Bakery Inv #2662 S (386.20) Total
$(1,718.60) Total Balance after Outstanding Account Balance $ 8,186.70
Outstanding Expenses and Deposits $ (1,718.60) Total $6,468.10 Total Monies

Approval of Agenda Natasha
Angie-2"?
Approval of Minutes Amanda
Angie-2"?
Introduction by L. Tuccitto- joined Feb 3™, came from St John the Baptist. Ms. Tuccitto has | Amanda
been at the school for 3 weeks and is excited for initiatives and activities in the school,
looking forward to enhancing activities in the school.
Chair/Co-Chair Report
e We want to continue patties for another round? Will have option to order just a
patty or just coco bread. Should we do 2 seven-week ordering periods, or 1
fourteen-week period? Will need to purchase labels and paper bags for
distribution. Thanks to Lisa and Peta-Gaye for assisting with distribution.
Queston re feedback on the patties, nothing negative so far, so will continue to
do the patties for the remainer of the school year.
e  Call scheduled with Trustee for next week. Does anyone have anything they
want me to discuss with her? She was invited to this meeting, and she sent her
regrets.
e Information from Ms. Tuccitto: Graduation ceremony will be in June 2025 at
Notre Dame High School, will need to confirm the time and will have lunch and
dance in school before that date.
Motion: $600 for grade 8 graduation.
e  VOTE : Amanda, Angie, Trisha, Lisa, Allen, Peta-Gaye, Natasha, Rob, Melissa,
Agnes
e Would like to have some firm goals for what we are fundraising for. Is there
anything else the council members had in mind?
Treasurer Report .
Lisa
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AGENDA ITEM & NOTES

ACTION ITEMS/PEOPLE
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Promised Xmas Activities for Students (up to $30/teacher) $ (407.24) Shrove
Tuesday Pancakes for all students $ (600.00) Parent Engagement Event Brave
Education (with St. Agnes) $ (500.00) Total $(1,507.24)

=  (May need to keep the $407.24 as some teachers didn’t take advantage of the
funds so may use for something else)

= Around $4000 in the account

Principal Report

School Events:

e Junior girls’ and boys’ basketball has started. Thank you to our coaches Mr. Caprio, Mr.
Mintz and Mrs. Procaccini and Ms. Kaputynski

¢ Invitational Soccer tournament took place first week of Feb at Save Max in Brampton

¢ Brave Presentations for Grade 6-8 last week.

* Tuk Shop for the month of February has started selling Terra Cotta Cookies and popcorn
* Shrove Tuesday — March 4. All students will get a pancake provided by lunch lady

¢ Ash Wednesday Liturgy

Wellness Committee:

* The wellness committee continues with games club on Mondays at lunch with Primary
students

* Wellness Wednesdays that will alternate between various activities weekly from K-8 —
such as mindful coloring, yoga, movement, dance, etc.

EQUITY and Indigenous:

e Student have been learning about Black Canadian’s and celebrating Black joy and
excellence. We are looking at Black History 365 — beyond the month of February.

* Morning announcements for the month of February have highlighted various Black
icons

ECO Commiittee:

¢ ECO Team has meet with Mrs. Burns and they have implemented wasteless
Wednesdays.

Board Initiatives:

¢ Technology Device Refresh Plan - During the pandemic, schools received a number of
devices supported by Ministry of Education one-time funding initiatives. The funding
supported the purchase of devices for staff and students. Unfortunately, there was no
follow-up funding from the Ministry to address repairs, replacements or EOL.

Student to device ratios

To achieve a fair and equitable student-to-device ratio, DPCDSB is moving away from a
decentralized procurement and technology device distribution model to a centralized
model with the following student to device ratios:

¢ Grades JK-2 > 4:1 (one device for every four students)

¢ Grades 3-6 > 2:1 (one device for every two students)

* Grades 7-12 > 1:1 (one device for every student)

¢ What does this mean for elementary schools?

¢ This means that starting in the current 2024-2025 school year, we will begin to replace
devices in the elementary panel. This refresh cycle will take place over a four-year period
to reach the ratios indicated above.

* Reading Screener Part 2 for SK — grade 2 will begin before March Break

Upcoming Dates:

¢ Feb 20th: Jr. Basketball Minis

¢ Feb 20th: School Council Meeting @ 6:30pm
¢ Feb 26th: Pink Shirt Day

* March 4- Shrove Tuesday

* March 5- Ash Wednesday

Ms.Tuccitto
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Requests:
® Graduation — Ceremony on Tuesday, June 24th at Notre Dame High School
¢ Gradation Lunch and Dance

Question regarding follow-up on last meeting, traffic congestion, crossing guards
and navigating the front and the Kiss and Ride memo?

Answer: There are bus and fire lanes at the front, and this will now need to be
enforced, has always been that way. There may be a plan to put two signs closer
to the front. Will have someone come and assess, more signs that are needed
and traffic to avoid congestion at front of the school. Buses arrive anywhere
between quarter to 9AM, and if the bus comes later then everyone comes later
Would encourage parents to drop their children off before 9am.

Question: What time are you marked late?

If the child/children are not in line with your class, then you are essentially late.
Would encourage the children to join the line at the back of the school. There is
allowance for the kids to walk to the class from the front. They must pause when
O Canada starts then, the Prayer and the Land Acknowledgement.

Chair: Will follow up with Trustee on the Kiss and Ride and the traffic congestion
issue.

Teacher Report
From Ms. Burns.

This term, the Eco Club has been busy working towards promoting sustainability
and environmental awareness among students and staff. The club has engaged
the school community in various eco-friendly initiatives that foster responsible
environmental practices. Below are the key activities we’ve undertaken during
the term.

1. Waste-Free Wednesdays

Each Wednesday, students and staff were encouraged to participate in
Waste-Free Wednesdays, an initiative aimed at reducing single-use plastics and
waste at school. By packing waste-free lunches in reusable containers, the Eco
Club has significantly helped reduce the amount of garbage produced at school.
Impact:

Increased awareness about waste reduction.

Encouraged families to use reusable containers and eliminate plastic wrap and
disposable items.

Observed a reduction in the school's overall waste on Wednesdays.

2. National Sweater Day

On National Sweater Day, which fell on February 5th, the Eco Club invited
everyone to wear cozy sweaters to school in support of energy conservation.

This event raised awareness about the importance of

reducing heating use during the winter months by promoting a small, yet
Impact:

Students and staff participated enthusiastically by wearing their warmest
sweaters.

This initiative highlighted the importance of saving energy, specifically by
reducing the reliance on heating systems.

It helped raise awareness about climate change and encouraged sustainable
living practices.

3. Winter Walk Day

On Winter Walk Day, the Eco Club encouraged everyone to leave their cars at
home and walk or bike to school. The initiative not only promoted physical

Ms. Tuccitto
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AGENDA ITEM & NOTES

ACTION ITEMS/PEOPLE
RESPONSIBLE/APPROVALS

activity but also emphasized the importance of reducing carbon emissions
through alternative transportation options.

Impact:

A number of students and parents participated by walking or biking to school.
This initiative helped reduce the school's carbon footprint.

It was an opportunity for students to appreciate the outdoors and take partin a
healthy and eco-friendly activity.

Looking Ahead: As we move into the next term, the Eco Club will continue to
encourage the school community to participate in sustainability initiatives. We
are planning future events like Earth Day activities, recycling drives, and
additional waste-reduction campaigns to further promote environmental
stewardship, meaningful, change in behavior.

Parish Report

St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church, 115VoddenStreetEast, Brampton, Ontario,
L6V1M4, Phone:905-453-1303, Fax:905-459-4829

E-Mail: stannesbr@archtoronto.org

Rev. Fr. Suresh Xavier, Pastor, Rev. Fr. Jobin Thomas, Associate

Sunday Masses
Saturday - 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm Sunday - 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon

Reconciliation
Wednesday - 8:00 am, Saturday - 8:00 am & 4:15 pm, or upon request.

Community Report Taken from St. Anne’s Parish March 2024 Newsletter and Parish
Bulletin

Stewardship Prayer

Ash Wednesday is on March 5th, 2025.There are two masses @ 9:15 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. School mass Date and pickup of Ashes will be confirmed by Ms.
Tuccitto

A basket is available by the left of the Altar for your old Palms.

St Anne's youth ministry will be going to The Lift Jesus Higher rally at the Metro
Toronto Convention Center on Saturday March 29th. Youth ages 13 to 18 are
invited. More information at, st.anneyminstry@gmail.com

St Anne's Feast Day celebration is underway for July 26th and 27th weekend.
March 2nd is the CWL donut fundraiser at St Anne's Parish they will be selling
polish Donuts After all masses.

March 22nd is the share tables weekend. We invite all families to come out and
shop for free. There will be toys, clothes and all donations are welcome. It's all
free.

Update for Rosary Apostolate

We have two police record checks we're waiting on two more. Amanda has
emailed Sharon to keep her updated.

CWL will be hosting the Mary Matthews speech contest on February 22nd, 3:00
p.m. at St Anne's Church. The students from our Parish Schools will be
competing in the Stevenson room. All parishioners are invited to attend and
support our Grades 7 & 8's students.

There is a $100 prize for the winner and $50 prize for the runner-up.

CWL would really like the schools to participate. We had a guest speaker come in
for the CWL in January to talk about it with Mr. Lise and Mr. Salameh.

All are welcome to see our future of public speakers!

There will be Cupcakes for kids after the 10 AM mass this Sunday from 11 to
noon.

Allen
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OAPCE
.

Attended OAPCE Virtual Meeting on Feb 13 with all regions across the province.
The speaker was Dr. Josephine Lombardi. “Pilgrims of Hope: A Walk Through of
the Making of a Jubilee Year and all the graces associated with participating in
this special Jubilee Year of Hope.”

The 2025 Jubilee is centered on the theme “Pilgrims of Hope.” As His Holiness
Pope Francis so beautifully expressed it: "We must fan the flame of hope that
has been given us and help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by
looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision."
During the Jubilee Year, the Pope invites every one of us to embark on a
pilgrimage of hope, so that, "Through our witness, may hope spread to all those
who anxiously seek it."

Breakout sessions followed for each region. Our’s was with the Dufferin Peel
Director, Ramez Takawy . The session consisted of introductions as he is new to
the role. Still looking for a Co-Chair for our region.

Requests to pass along to the school community:

OAPCE Parent Survey: OAPCE is surveying parents across the province to help
advocate for parents in Catholic education and provide feedback to the Ministry
of Education. Please encourage all parents in your school communities to
participate and complete the survey form.

https://oapce.org/oapce-task-force/

Check out the January Parents4Parents Press newsletter
https://oapce.org/wp-content/uploads/January-2025-Newsletter.pdf.

It is full of updates on OAPCE's work, important news items within our parent
communities, wonderful resources, uplifting faith messages, and interesting
Catholic trivia.

Items that may be of interest:

The book highlighted in this month’s letter is Indescribable: 100 Devotions About
God & Science examines the role of God as the creator and the greatest scientist
of all! Children who are fascinated with the world around them, nature, and the
earth will deepen their faith as they explore God’s Word.

Faith Based Parenting Website https://www.parentingforfaith.brf.org.uk
Although this is a resource from the UK it is a wonderful tool filled with
information! It is designed specifically for parents and how to develop our
children in the faith! Take a look and listen to all it has to offer!

Next Regional Meeting will take place Tuesday March 4th in Person 7:00pm at
DPCDSB CEC

Natasha

Community Report

Community Event Brampton

CPF Ontario Virtual French Learning Programs (https://on.cpf.ca/en/tutoring-
programs)

The Ontario Branch developed these programs for Ontario.

There are three virtual programs in Ontario: Franco-Fun | Reading Circle | Vive
La Parole.

These programs are in small groups of 8-10 students with one teacher.
Outdoor Rinks Brampton: Brampton Recreation

Sacha
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Skating Recreational Trail
Main St. South and
Wellington St. West

(Brampton Library)

ROBOTICS)

PAMA Studio 1DIY STUDIO TIME

Flower City Community e 10AM-10PM e Open
Campus Outdoor Skating e Shinny Hockey: 10 - 2
Rink PM | 6-10PM
8850 McLaughlin Rd e  Public Skating:2 -6
PM
Gage Park Outdoor e 10AMto 10 PM e Open

e  Brampton Library; Location: Four Corners and Susan Fennell Virtual Brochure

e  PAMA Robotics WorkShop Age 7-18 Date: March 10. A small fee applies.(PAMA

DIY Studio Time Ages 5 and up When 2/23/2025 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM Where

New Business
e Dance-a-thon Report
e Top donations received: 2 x $100 Costco Gift Cards

Theatre 2 vouchers ¢ 4 Honey Badgers tickets
. Door Prizes: Glowzone game passes, Aerosports passes, Book Packages

Giant Pikachu Squish mallow ¢ 8 ROM tickets ® 6 2-hour Bowling passes for up
to 5 people (including shoes) S50 BCC Gift Card e 10 Steelheads Tickets ® Rose

e 5200 donation will be used towards decorations (about $100) and for top prizes

Donations are still coming in. Deadline to have company name on flyer is Feb 28.
Will not be accepting any cash this year from students. Donations must be made
online through the board website (for tax receipt) or school cash online (no tax
receipt).

Flyer to be sent out week of March 3. No pledge form on flyer, just Dance-a-thon
info and donation instructions. Will be printed for students and emailed to
parents.

Will have incentives for top fundraising classes in each division, for example,
extra recess or movie in the gym will allow teachers to decide what their class
would like best.

Possible “Principal for the Day” award for top fundraisers.

Setup for Dance-a-thon on Thursday afternoon. Will email closer to the date to
see who can volunteer for setup and/or day of. Looking into sensory-friendly
alternative to Dance-a-thon for students.

Motion: up to $300 to be used to purchase top prize(s), if necessary

VOTE: Everyone!

Motion: up to $1000 for school-wide pizza day on the day of the Dance-a-thon

1 Unanimous
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e Vote : Amanda, Angie, Trisha, Lisa, Allen, Shenna, Peta-Gaye, Agnes, Natasha,
Sacha
e Will have gluten free pizza options for students that need it.

Fundraising:

° Interest in Science in schools, $250 per session, 2 classes max at a time,
primaries that have expressed interest. For grades 1, 2, 3 by curriculum and by
grades. Grade 1’s looking at May to book it.

e Also, for next meeting — outdoor play equipment, can use for outdoor recess
class time. Discuss with Mr. Mintz regarding gym equipment and will provide his
input. Confirmed by Ms. Tuccitto that they just received gym equipment.

e Can look into a digital scoreboard for the gym. Family of schools- so changed the
way that tournaments happen.

e Question: If some kids don’t order pizza and some don’t then can have a certain
amount of time that some kids don’t need to pay?

e Answer: if have financial concern then most kids usually participate in this.
Information already posted in the cash online catalogue. Suggest that do a year
end BBQ/closing. As a school we would have a social worker connection and so
would know if kids are in need.

Motion: Two students in Grade 8 need support for the Grade 8 trip, $255 per student
=$510
e Vote : Amanda, Angie, Trisha, Lisa, Allen, Shenna, Peta-Gaye, Natasha, Sacha

Dance-a-thon
e Only one slice of cheese pizza will be provided, this will be posted so parents are
aware that kids may need extra lunch.

Discussion

e Discussion re: assistance for students: If students need assistance with lunch the
school council can assist. The snack program has a grant for providing the snacks
to the kids.

e Question: What is your vision for us as a school and as parents?

e Answer: Ms. Tuccitto: She is using the time to walk around the school and to get
feedback on their interests. The kids are beautiful, and she is excited to be part
of the school.

e Question: Is there any protocol for any accidents that happen at the front of the
school to parent or student?

e Motion raised to discuss safety and procedures /protocols? Are there incident
reports?

e Answer: Ms. Tuccitto: This isn’t the time and place as this isn’t part of the agenda
of School Council so this can be discussed at another time.

e Concern raised that parents should be able to bring kids to the school and not be
struck by a vehicle while walking.

e Answer: Ms. Tuccitto: The school has already reached out to have a re-
assessment done for the school, as the entrance at side is for staff parking, and
the front is for school parking.
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Mr. Salameh: has observed that some parents from the school and from Arnott
Charlton are using this parking lot and then coming back to the school.
Therefore, the school cannot shut down the entrance.

Question re: there are French Immersion students at the school and there is
limited parking for the parents and no bus for these kids? What is being done to
address this?

Answer: Ms. Tuccitto has discussed this with the Superintendent and plant
maintenance will assess the situation.

Question: will plant maintenance be made aware of the French immersion kids
that are being driven to the school?

Answer: Ms. Tuccitto; they will be made aware that it is a French Immersion
school.

Meeting dates for CSC 2024/25 (all meetings hybrid, unless noted otherwise):

Thursday, April 24, 2025
Thursday, May 22, 2025

MEETING ADJOURNED: 7 :53 PM

Natasha
Angie-2"

Next Meeting is on April 24, 2025 at 6:30pm

8

St. Joachim CSC February 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes.docx






